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Increasing regional relevance and 
usability of climate science, data, 
models, and tools for water suppliers 
and resource managers 

Use of climate science data/tools to 
support decision-making for water 
resource management, planning and 
supply operations in Florida

GOALS



Does the statement resonate 
with you?

Do you know of any 
examples?

What does this statement 
mean to you in your 
professional life?

INTRODUCTIONS



Water managers specify kinds of climate 
information, outlooks, and projections they 
need

Climate professionals are interested in the 
factors affecting management of water 
systems 

Climate scientists gain insights from water 
managers on needs for additional research

COLLABORATE



Needs
UTILITIES NEED
• Reliable predictive tools (emphasis on 

accuracy)
3-12 months= operations
20 years = permitting
20-50 years = capital planning
Policies/regulations that are suited / unique to 
each region 

Effect of climate patterns (e.g. ENSO) on 
regional weather.
Regional trends in temperature, 
precipitation, and streamflows
Regional variability in historic 
streamflows among river basins 
(exceedance probabilities)

ACADEMICS  NEED
• Direction/focus
• Help from stakeholders in understanding problem, time and space 

scales 
A t tilit /l l d t d i f ti

WMD NEED
• To Understand Utility 

needs
• Regulations that 

recognize climate 



FOCUS ON…. 

Improved availability and utility of 
climate information and natural 
variability

Does the science/tool address your 
water management issue? Will they 
help you do what you need to do 
better? 



FOCUS ON…..
Improved communication of 
climate forecast methodology 
and skill

How do you receive information 
about models being used? Does the 
model inform your management 
issues?  Do you know the 
underlying assumptions and 
uncertainties? How confident are 
you in the information being 
provided from the model output?





Steering Committee

Tirusew Asefa (TBW) Co-chair
Chris Martinez (UF) Co-chair
Kevin Morris (PRMRWSA), 
Rob Teegarden (OUC), 
Sherry Brandt-Williams 
(SJRWMD), 
Vasu Misra (FSU), 
Tracy Irani (UF)

Activities

Workshops 
Website 
Webinars,
Outreach and 
Communication
Proposals/Research
Sustainability

FloridaWCA



Stakeholder-
Scientist

Learning Network



Stakeholder-
Scientist

Learning Network

EXTRA SLIDES---



COMMUNICATING



FOCUS ON…..
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Improved communication of 
climate forecast methodology 
and skill


