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2015 Population Estimates

• US Population in 2015 ~ 321 million

• Florida’s population exceeded 20 million

– Surpassed New York as 3rd most populous state





So Where 

do the 

People in 

Florida 

Live?



Population is 

Projected to Grow 

by Another 6.4 

Million People over 

the next 25 Years



State Water Supply Challenges

6.4 Million New People 

@ 

90 gpd/capita for domestic use

= 576 Mgal/day 

of “new” water needed

over the next 25 years

(this is roughly 1,800 acre*ft/day)



Two Major Demographic Shifts 

Looming for Florida

• Baby Boomers

• Immigration



The 2010 Census 

Revealed  39 

Million “Senior 

Citizens”

But that Does 

not Reflect Baby 

Boomers who 

are Now Adding 

to these Ranks



In the 2010 Census, the Heartland Exhibited 

Broad Senior Density from North to South



Florida has 4 of the “Grayest” Counties in the US





The Villages:  1999 The Villages:  2016
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Developing at a rate of 

1,500 acres or 2.5 square 

miles per year



• Since 2000

– Median Age rose by 3.2 years

– Relative Changes in the population 

Under 18

18 - 64

65 - 84

85+

18 - 64

Under 18



US 

Birthrate 

per 1,000

• The Baby Boomers  

– Post WWII

– 1946 – 1964

– 76 million strong

– Today represented by those between 

52 and 70 years old



Social security established in 

1935 for pensioners aged 65+





New 
Growth will 
Take Place 
Along and 
Spreading 
out from 
Existing 
Density 
Patterns



What Brings People to Florida?

• 27 - 1st Order Magnitude Springs

• 1,100 miles of coastline

• 1,250 golf courses

• 4,500 islands > 10 acres

• 7,700 lakes > 10 acres

• 4 million other senior citizens

• 9 million jobs



Florida is 

Cheaper to 

Live in than 

the Entire 

Northeast



Florida’s Mild Winters
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Nearly 65% of Floridians Originate from Elsewhere

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2015





Hispanic/Latino Influx to Florida

• Between 2000 and 2010, the Hispanic/Latino 

population of Florida increased by 57%

– Partly Immigration: Mexico, Puerto Rico and 

Guatemala

– Partly Organic



Foreign 

Immigration 

to the US 

over the Past 

160 years



Water Supply Availability

• Groundwater is overstressed

• Florida receives 50+ Inches of Rain 

per year

• If we could capture 1” of rain per 

year over the state’s 58,600 

square miles of area: 

– it would supply about 1,000 BG/yr

– Enough for 27 million people 

• However challenges include: 

– Disproportionate population density

– Rainy/Dry season & storage

– Lacking system connectivity 



Implications of Projected Growth on 

Water Supply Costs

• The Days of Cheap Water are Gone

• Alternative Sources are Much More Costly

• Traditionally, local governments opted to pursue 
water supply projects on their own within their 
own borders 

• However, we are seeing a move towards 
regionalism, interconnection, collaboration and 
economy-of-scale projects

• Water Management Districts encourage 
collaboration rather than competition through 
incentivizing with grants



Final Comments

• Baby Boomer Retirement/Migration en masse will be 
unprecedented, BEBR projections could miss on the low 
side

• Continued poor global economic conditions and political 
instability will continue to bring foreign immigration 
pressure

• Existing Latino/Hispanic culture in S. Florida and along the I-
4 Corridor will attract immigrants looking for easier cultural 
assimilation

• Additional water supplies will be needed at much higher 
costs than in the past

• Climate uncertainty and sea level rise add to uncertainty 
and increase the cost for solutions



end

Discussion/Questions


