
Goal: To 
increase the 
regional 
relevance and 
usability of 
climate and sea 
level rise 
models for the 
specific needs 
of water 
suppliers and 
resources 
managers in 
Florida.  

The Florida Water and Climate Alliance
Originally funded by NOAA Climate Program Office-Climate Societal 

Interactions Program (CSI) and the NOAA Sectoral Applications 
Research Program (SARP)



Project Activities
Develop a collaborative Working Group comprised of 
public water suppliers, water resource managers, climate 
scientists, and hydrologic scientists
Evaluate the practical applicability of current climate 
data/models predictions at utility relevant space-time 
scales
Evaluate the usefulness of these data/models for 
minimizing current and future public water supply risks
associated with climate variability/climate change and/or 
sea level rise

Academic Partners: UF Water Institute ; UF Center for Public Issues Education;  FSU COAPS; U 
Miami  RSMAS; Florida Climate Institute
Public Utilities: Broward County;  West Palm Beach; GRU; Miami-Dade County; OUC; Palm 
Beach County; Peace River Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority; Tampa Bay Water
Water Management Districts: SFWMD, SWFWMD; SJRWMD



Florida Water and Climate Alliance
Now funded by financial and in-kind contributions from FWCA partners



Learning
together

Practice

Based on: Wenger, Etienne, Communities of Practice presentation at UF, May 2009

Collaborative working group

Actionable climate science -
Data/models/tools relevant to water supply 

operations and management

Workshops, projects, research, 
website, reports, emails, personal 

communication, outreach

Public water suppliers, resource 
managers,  climate, social and 

hydrologic scientists, 
local planners 

Community

Domain



 SEASONAL SCALE PREDICTIONS– Diagnose 
seasonal predictability and forecast skill for 
precipitation, temperature, evapotranpiration and 
streamflow in multiple watersheds in Florida 

 SEA LEVEL RISE – Improve access to existing 
information

 LONG TERM CLIMATE PROJECTIONS–
Evaluate the ability of downscaled reanalysis data 
and retrospective GCM output to reproduce 
current climate and hydrologic patterns, and 
implications of future GCM projections on climate 
and hydrologic patterns, in Florida

Domain

Evaluate the applicability and usefulness of 
climate data/models/tools for water supply



floridawca.org



February 6-7, 201 Reitz Union, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

Save the Date!!!
6th Biennial University of Florida Water Institute Symposium:



Questions…. Comments? 
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