
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY UTILITIES 
CLIMATE IMPACT WORKING GROUP (PWSU-CIWG)

Welcome to Workshop Four
October 7, 2011

8:30 am – 4:00 pm

http://waterinstitute.ufl.edu/workshops_panels/PWSU-CIWG.html

http://waterinstitute.ufl.edu/workshops_panels/PWSU-CIWG.html


July- Aug 2010 Stakeholder phone meetings

September 2010 Workshop 1

July 2010 New Idea – initial discussions

January 2011 Workshop 2

May  2011 Workshop 3

Today! 

Workshop 4

Submitted NOAA-CSI proposal 

NOAA-CSI proposal funded

Submitted EPA proposal 

Submitted WRF proposal 

Submitted WERF proposal 

Public Water Supply Utilities Climate Impacts Working Group Timeline



Workshop One (Sept 2010):   
Understanding Challenges, Needs and What We Can do Together

1)Address uncertainties of climate 
impacts at relevant time scales

2) Access science and technology

3) Improve communication for 
informed decision-making

“……  Utilities need  

information they can act 

on.” Workshop participant 



Workshop Two (Jan 2011): 
Connections?  What Science is out there?  Visioning our Future

Need:  relevant climate information for utilities 

Mission : Improve effectiveness of water 
utilities to meet challenges presented by 
climate change and variability

Goals:  Influence the development of research 
to produce actionable information,
develop climate scenarios, avoid duplication of 
other groups

Actions, Products and Outputs:
• Identify  Florida Utility research  needs
• Communication Plan

• Collaborative research projects
• Data Sharing
• Recommendations for Utility operations, 

research, policy

• Improved rainfall prediction tools 
seasonal and mid term

• Advancement in GCC model predictions
• Network and Outreach

• Form research coalitions
• Generate $
• Disseminate findings

TASK GROUPS 

FORMED

1. RESEARCH AGENDA

2. SCIENCE 

WORKSHOPS

3. Leveraging whitepaper 

SUS/FAU/FCI



Workshop Three (May 2011): 
Science and Practice, Utility Research Agenda, Refining “our group” 

Science Workshop

Participants’ PROJECT Summaries 

Evaluation of Climate Predictions 

for Florida

Hydrologic Applications of 

Climate Data in Florida 

Some key concerns

Fidelity of Models and 

Uncertainty; 

Data Standards and Sharing 

Vulnerability and Risk: 

Implications:

Utility Research 

Agenda

temperature, rainfall, 

storms/hurricanes, 

sea level rise, and carbon 

emissions.

utility needs, available 

tools,  research needs, 

current research projects

Outreach

Explore and suggest 
mechanisms to share 
―our group with 
others including smaller 
utilities 

http://waterinstitute.ufl.edu/workshops_panels/downloads/Project Summaries-updated_May2011.pdf
http://waterinstitute.ufl.edu/workshops_panels/downloads/Project Summaries-updated_May2011.pdf


Florida Public Water Utilities Climate Impacts Working Group 

Conceptual Framework 

Sources: Framework building on experiential learning (Kolb), modified Soft  Systems model(Wilson and Morten), and Collaborative Learning approach (Daniels)

Active 
Experiemen-

tation

Concrete 
Experience

Abstract 
Conceptualiza-

tion

Reflective 
Observation

Phase 4:
Implement

using the quantitative 
climate information in 

actual planning and 
decision making 

processes 

Phase 1:
Understanding the 
context/situation
Stakeholder perceptions

What drives decisions
What tools available

Phase 2: 
Assess tools

Appropriate to scales, 
climatic indices, and 

events that drive 
utilities’ decisions 

Phase 3:
Evaluate practical  

applicability
Entry points for climate data 
and model predictions in the 

decision making process

Knowledge 
creation

Knowledge 
application

Knowledge 
integration

Knowledge  
Sharing



The Times

Participant UPDATES



Workshop Four: Pending Actions 

1) Utility Relevant Research Agenda

2) Outreach

3) Statement of Collaboration

4) SUS update

5) New Name?


