
• Established by Miami-Dade County Board of County 
Commissioners via Resolution - February 2019

• To review prior studies, relevant data, and prepare a 
written report with recommendations identifying 
problem areas, prioritizing projects, and 
recommendations regarding State and Federal 
Legislation, activities, and appropriations. 

• Held 18 meetings heard 35 presentations from local and 
state agencies, municipalities, academia, community-
based organizations, and key stakeholders. 

• The final  report presented to Miami- Dade County Board 
of County Commissioners on August 31, 2020. 



Biscayne Bay in the News
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Overarching Recommendations 

A unified and collaborative approach to watershed restoration is urgently
needed. To improve the water quality and the health of Biscayne Bay, the Task
Force recommends:

Miami-Dade County’s Board of County Commissioners (BCC) should create a
new intergovernmental body called the Biscayne Bay Watershed
Management Board (WMB).

The WMB should be supported by the creation of a new position called the
Chief Bay Officer (CBO) in the Office of the Mayor. The WMB and the CBO
should be supported by County staff, appropriate technical experts and
community input to improve water quality in the Biscayne Bay watershed.

The WMB will be responsible to develop and, upon approval by the BCC,
implement the Biscayne Bay Watershed Restoration Plan (WRP). The WMB,
working with the CBO, should ensure that the following recommendations by
the Task Force are implemented.



Recommendation 
Themes

• Water Quality

• Governance

• Infrastructure

• Watershed Habitat & Natural Infrastructure

• Marine Debris

• Education & Outreach

• Funding





Actions Taken

• Resolution Establishing a State of Emergency on Biscayne Bay

• Urging Resolution to US Congress and Florida Legislature for additional
funding and making Biscayne Bay a State and Federal legislative priority in
2021 session

• Urging Resolution for Septic to Sewer requesting State & Federal Funding

• Resolution urging municipalities near Biscayne Bay to provide additional
funding for Biscayne Bay recovery efforts

• Hiring a Chief Bay Officer - position added to the FY21 budget

• Passed Ordinance Regulating the Use of Fertilizers



Thank you! 
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