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Why Bridging the Gap?

Shifting Rainfall 
Patterns & 

Climate Variability

More Frequent 
Droughts, 

Flooding, & 
Extreme Weather

Sea Level Rise & 
Changing Water 

Availability

Rapid Population 
Growth and Land-

Use Change



Project Objective

Foster collaboration among water 

managers, natural resource managers, 

and climate scientists to co-develop 

research questions that foster 

integrated water supply and aquatic 

ecosystem management for climate 

adaptation in Florida.



Timeline

March 2026 

Workshop 1:   

Identify challenges & 
opportunities

Build a shared vision

 Identify  action items and 
research needs

October  2026 

Workshop 2: 

Finalize shared research 
agenda

Develop implementation 
strategies

Establish working groups 

Spring 2027 

Project Outreach : 

Webinars

Conferences

Workshop Reports

White Papers



Shared Vision- What Success Looks Like

Data and Models
• Strategic monitoring to understand

systems and inform models
• Increased data integration and

information sharing
• Improved localized Florida-specific

climate models
• Integrated water models

Planning and Policy
• Increased collaboration and

communication across sectors
• Incorporating and communicating

risk and variability in decision-
making

• Strategic policy development,
implementation, and enforcement

• Incorporation of natural resources
and water in land use planning



Potential Challenges- What is Blocking Us
Communication and Coordination
• Building trust and communicating

across diverse stakeholder interests
• Gaps in coordination among

agencies, sectors, and stakeholders
• Structural barriers to coordination

and implementation

Planning and Policy
• Constraints in planning processes

do not support integrated
rulemaking

• Reactive policy making with limited
political will for long-term planning

Resources & Capacity
• Difficulties in demonstrating return

on investment to justify budgets and
prioritize actions

• Gaps in expertise, time, and training



Actions – Where Can We Start
Communication and Coordination
• Leverage mechanisms to foster co-

production across sectors
• Improve public outreach and

education
• Improve interagency coordination

Planning and Policy
• Initiate internal conversations about

where and how best to incorporate
climate risk and variability

Data and Models
• Develop a persistent, centralized

repository for sharing data and
information

• Co-develop new tools to support
integration of climate data into
water and natural resource models

Resources and Capacity
• Create or leverage existing capacity

to inform and educate legislators
• Build workforce capacity



Research and Knowledge Gap Themes

Data & Modeling
• Targeted/ “Better” monitoring and

better data sharing
• Designing data products specifically

for effective integration into
planning models

• Need for improved Florida-specific
ocean-atmosphere climate models/
projections

• Need for integrated hydrologic and
ecosystem models

Climate-Informed Planning
• Where and how best to incorporate

climate data into existing decision-
making processes?

• Need to plan for both drought and
flood extremes

• Need to incorporate risk and
uncertainty into decision-making

• Need to account for non-stationarity
(moving target/ moving baselines)



Questions?

Bridging the Gap: Integrating Water 
Resource Management and 

Ecosystem Science for Climate 
Adaptation in Florida 


	Florida Water & Climate Alliance Webinar

AI and Advanced Technology Tools 
in Water and Climate

	Agenda
	Logistics
	Professional Development Hours
	FloridaWCA Overview
	Getting to Know You
	What is your professional affiliation
	Have you previously participated in a FloridaWCA workshop or webinar
	Where are you located?
	�How often do you use AI or advanced technology tools in your work? 
	��Among countries that compete in the FIFA World Cup, which one is considered the wettest based on average annual rainfall? 
	�Correct Answer:�C. Colombia
	��What is the only sea in the world with no coastline? 
	�Correct Answer:�A. Sargasso Sea
	�Thank you!
	Project Update
	Why Bridging the Gap?
	Project Objective
	Timeline
	Shared Vision- What Success Looks Like
	Potential Challenges- What is Blocking Us
	Actions – Where Can We Start
	Research and Knowledge Gap Themes
	Questions?




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		20260626 Bridging the Gap Update.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



